THE NEGRO
IN BUSINESS

AND THE TENDENCY TO
DIMINISH GRIME.

———

As we note the accounts of the
commission of crime 13 given by the
daily papers, we are impressed with
the large percent of crime commit-
ted by the Negrn; especially in view
of the fact that he does not have the
satne change befote (he laws of the
land that other races have when
brought to justice, which fact, it
seems, would have a tendency to
curk his criminal propensities

We do not assert that the colored
man commits any more offenses
againgt the eivil law in proportion
to population of colored peopls in
Amerjen than any other tace, Lut

we ard not conteut to keep pace
with other races in loyalty to law
and erder. We must surpass them
and we must surpass them more in
the future than in the past,

In order that we muay be consid-
ered to stand on an equality with
the dominant race of the land in
any laudable spliere, we must stand
above it in the point of proficiency.
I'his principle applies in loyalty to
law as in all other respects, We
mustbe the niost loyal of all citizens
of the land, if we would be consid-
ered the equal of the others,

We are human and as likely to
ert as a member of any otherrace,
tho some seem to think we were
created in perfection. As with any
ather race, the Negro youth is at.
tracted by the wvarious alluring en-
ticements presented at places of
vice which have a tendency to lead
Lim astray. Tho innocent at frst,
after onee lic bas been placed under
the influence of vice, ne is lead step
by step downward until he w» 2

criminal,

Seldom, il ever. 4 yoting man or
woman goes into voluntary ruin,
But, being surrounded by the im-
proper influences in youth he does
not have an opportunity to grasp
the higher ideals of life, and thus
retrograde instead of advancing,

How can we keep the young peo-
ple from under the bad influences of
the land, and lead a larger percent
of them into paths of usefulness?

First, we would say keep the
child in school where the proper im-
pressions may be made upon it at
thie time they are most lasting. With
all the boasted {ree school system of
the land, it is o sad fact that thous-
ands of shildren gro up in ignorance
and vice to hang upon stieet corners
and contrive plans for the commis-
sion of crime. Bot, many a child,
naturally criminally inclined, by be-
ing placed into the hands of a skill-
ful teacher at a tender age, has had
lis whole naturechangedand grown
to be a useful christian man or wo-
mat, Keep the child in school until
it has grown to an age when it can
realize the benefits of an education,
And, secomdily. place before the
youth some inducemement (o ac-
quire 4 higher education, Let him
see and know thatthere is a place of
usefulness onen for him as soon as
he is thoroughly prepared.

The chief difference between the
motiv.s that prompt a 'white boy
and a colored boy to educate him-
sell is: that the white boy sees some
avenue of busipess open for him as
soon as he s prepared for it, and

‘the colored boy sess no very great
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opculng for him. He sees othersof
his race, wito have completed a high
school. academic or business course,
doing common labor such ss they
could have done before attending
schaol, He qhnuld not allow such
circumstances to discourage him.
He should remember that there is
always room for those who are pre-
pared, but he allows hisambition to
grow cold, He drilts into idleness
and finally into «rime, There must
be more inducements to lead the
Negro youth out of discouragement,

This is & dificult problem and
must be solved by those of the race
who have made the greatest success
of life from a financial stand point.
What' inticements can be placed
before us to keep up enthusiasm
and instill inus principles of thrift
and industry? The greatest ficld for
the solution of this problem isin
the husiness world. The Negro must
rusort t0 business,

But, there are one or two impedi
ments which must be removed 5
fore we cin make a seccess in busi-
ness,

First, we are impeded by the dis-
sension that exists among us; and
secondly, we are hampered by the
prejudice of the white race, Of the
two evils the former is by [ar the
most grave. When aissension is re-
moved and we become a prosperous
people, the prejudice on the part ol
other races will gradually disappear.

With the dissension and lack of
confidence among the members of
any race as dmong the members of
the Negro race there could not be
the great advancement in civiliza-
tion we have today. We could have
none of the business interprises nor
corporations whichi rule the business

world today.

The Negro must lay aside the;
dissension that has impeded his pre !
gress from the day hL first landed |
upon American soil. He niust come
together in mutualconfidence, Each
individual must have that degree of
race pride that will constrain him to|
feel that his first duty isto his race. |
He must stand by his race at what |
ever cost, When he has reached
that degree of race pride and confi.
dence where he can fully realize that
the wellfare of each individual of
the race isthe wellare of the whole
race, then he ie prepared to lavnch
out into the great ocean of business.

The luck of means on the part oy
one or two individuals need not be
an impediment to the entering into
husiness, Not all of the great busi-
nass enterprizes are run by one or
two men, but some by a dozen or
more and others by hundreds.

Suppose in the larger citics and
towns a large number of the colored
mien of means would furm an or-
ganization; put theit means together
and go into banking, whole sale
grocery ordry goods, mill, hardware,
sndertaking or hotel business ete,
Let them run a business that would
command the respect and support
of the best class of people both col.
ored and white, let them deal hon.
estly with each other and give oul
dividends tothe stock holders at
regular times, let them have mana-
gers of tactand ability, and then let
every colored person who can con:
veniently do so patronize suchan
gstablishment, and there is no doubs
about the support of a good percent
of the whites, Such an enterprise is
sure of success,

It wonld give employment to
many of our boys and girls whoard
being greduated from our schools
every year with nothing ta do. It

of the mhﬁd people The employ—
ces of such an enterprise, after ac-
cumulating means would open busi-
ness of the same, o another sort in
other cities and towns and give em-
ploymeént to other colored youth
who, in their tarn, would (ollow
them in the business world, thus
encreasing the axtent of business,
facilitating the scquiring of wealth
and im:%iug- the strength of the
Negro in America,

There would thos be o stimnlus
to the colored youth to improve
schoal lifefto it thems=elves for the
positions ghich they could see open
for thew; there would then be loss
of idleness and thus of crime,

Besides the ather things mention.
ed hiereinfas beneficial to the Negro
in acquiring wealth in the business
world would tend greater than any-

other means 1o break the prejudice ! i
\ﬁd'ﬂifc wealth and! fioweicme guest.

against him,
you are respected by all men, regard.
less of natinoality,

Again, there are race instances
where the dominant saces have fail-
ed to show the proper amount of
respect foralegitimate business run
by men of color.

When we acyuire wealll, educa-
tion and integrity and prove our
selves the equal toany other race in
point of busiuess principies, there
will be no se called race problem,

Let us diffuse enlightenment a-
mong the masses, enthrone mutupl
confidence and race pride, estabiish
the principles of industry and busi-
ness tuct and weshallsee the friction
now exi ~the races fad-
fug into insignificance.

8 H. Bail, A B.

Dtity and Love.

Jolin Maynedl stoud tearless and un-
dauuted nt the whoel of duty while the
rapiog flwmos sp wad io terror and dev.
astation throtbou: the fated ship,

When Lincoln soundud tie torsinof war

throe hur;-:rrel thousand pairots aboul-

dored their muskets, marched (o the

{fromt, ned if soed Be oflered their lives
| an sncrifice to the oativnal altar for the

perputuity of the Union,

These ure graplic illusirations and
portrayals of daty,

The love of & mother who follews her
son lnle ¢ourt, inte prison, and to the
gallows, sll the while pleading with llh
judge aud governor in his bebalf, is see-
ond only to the love of God, who gave
his soo that wan might live, The word
daty is the roblest of any in oue vocab-
ulury,

Napoleon's watchword was “'glory."”
Nelson's was ‘duty.” When thé Leatksyn
Powpey was urged to refrain from going
to Rame on an imporiaye mission it was
duty that led bim to reply, It is necos-
sary for mato go bat it is not necessary
for ma to live

Love is not & mees good uature. It is
the height, depth, lesgth, nnd the ‘ail
and in all’ of ethioaloliaracter, Love gives
Iahor-dige ity und its Lhigh hosor of re-
ward to sactifio n valee that canaot be |
expressed in the price-dist of minrkets,

Love covers a multitade of fuulis, mig- |
nifles the virtoes of others and minimi
2e4 their vices: 1vis mightier than magie |
in tranalarming the world. It looks out
thirn eyes of nature snd discovers the
winsome qualitics of every creature,

It was the eall of duty in *61 1hat rang
out like the blast of thearckangel’s trump
et through all the sortharn siates outil
evey heart glowod with o fire of rights
eous indignation, such ns can never be
kindled exespt from the aitarsof heaven
Maow, women, children becams ransiiy-
ured into herons and heroines by the
magic of devotion to duty.

Love seeks to give rather than get
heneo it hns ittle diffioulty in exceuling
ita purposes. If we stacd at the utmont
helghts, longing, waiting. and watching
to soe a crowd, how atour request we
will be sent hendlong to the bottom.

But if from a beart of love we seck to
conter s bensfit upon the worl! wi thali

i hﬁn‘ o uw s fonts t‘.mxmm; ._l oopcrl u.l;lly to do as

T?.nhndununug
we s At amonnt of gonuioe
ty. which exists in duy. A ooble
ter s upen 10 every one, whe wll

of amistanoe. Whon our own teinpers-
meant I« ancongeninl, our lrst duty is 1o
work uped il 885 beanoht sefar an

Love hasinspited the Poot's Lyre, the
Painter's brmsh snd the lips of the Ora- |
tor, It insturned the common man into
ahwro; @t gveth to the =pirltual o
nage an overeagstering iafluoges,

Buiy s satrresistable avalanolie, sweop
ing sll bulore it: love a crystal stream
mieanderiog thee the mendows bearing
(lowers cf aweatest poriume, Doty s
Chnpipresont: love, ovensional visltor.
Duty iy porsistant in all seasons, under
all circomstencex snd conditlons, Love
bides i time and i5 most persistant
when the Hima ls ot opportiane. .

Man's first duty is to his God, then to
Lis eountry spd finally to his fellowmen

Doty is somstimes on uobidden and
Compatibility and eon-
genbality are ot Reesssarily amony s
conatitnent elimeitty. It does ita tnost ef-
faotive work the the comseinnpe, A man
vuid of consgienss hins no ¢ouwention of
dury, in fwer, Jis cuars ave desl 1o het ap
peals, be they ever so plaintive

Joove s nodivine attribute, the founds
tion of the Chritian Fuithi, vhe Saleguurd
of the bome and society, an inspiration [\
of wouth, the aspirntion of young mon
and worsen and a source of consolation
to the agied. Duty gtorms the Lelghts and
eaptutes the eltadel Ly force and strata-
geoi; while love wooes those, whom
wonlil win, ity calls us inio the vine-
yiril of life and the higlest rewards she
pays to hier Inithtul faborors is love—Di-

ving anud Froros!
Sedalia Droke, Sodalla, Missaur,

REV, J. WILL JACKSON D. D.

PROBLEMS OF THE AMERICAN
People—An Address Deliv—
ed at the anniversary

ofthe Sons and Daughters of
In Charity Hall, Sedalis, Ho.,
Wed., evening, July Bth,,
J. Will Jackson D. D,

—_—

Ladies apd  gentlemen:= The Ameris
¢an penple Lave | great b
of the great gnestions, politicn]l and egos
oomie, which have constantly confeonted
°l--- Theirs has bheen a bistory of strep-
| nons nevvity, The period of their enlon-
{inl life was one of continual stroggle for
Iomm:ce The spivit of natioval inde-
pendence ently possessed them, and,
k#in which. they waged a war of revol
lution ugainst the dominant governmen!
of Lirest Britain—a war, in samo vespects
the mont “emarkable ever engaged in by
tite vivilized powers of the eartli—whieh
ended in the establishment of their folits
lonl Jiburty and complete separation Liom
the mother country. Followieg this
came tbe establishment of asiable, inde.
pendent governnent, that the liberty
nnd frosdom which they had nenieved io
the revolutiopary war, might be foréver
preserved & thamselves and thelr poster.
ity.  Toe tank called forth the mont bril-
jlnnt and peoglratiog statesmanship of
thie age May'I'not say that the exigencien
of the tses gave th_ to the genius of
statesmanship, as in always true that
eront Gatlomal emergencics call forth, or
create, grest woral and intelluctonl en-
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1o doing his orlier duly. W shiosnld bave |
lova for thowe strugglo and aro (8 nieed | 1)

possible, inte conformity with one idenis | od

spenk Liora of thg voxatious probi
which called for sofution during the
intervening between 1By
the Federal Qonstitution and the ©
War: They were many and oft! 1
thromening,  Chisf amobg them Iﬁ !
the quedtion of slavery, We d'l
have hnd » Negro problem in this e
try. Noproblowm thut iss eyor mnlly )
fore the Awmarivan people han enused I
mote bitterness of fesling, strife, mol | [
vinlence and bloodshed than did 1he il~
stitution of alavery, and the gue
growing out of i1, in unte bellum days, 8
They need no nbwul at this time; d
they are bistory to bo vond pnd kaown -
of afl men. The problom of the eivil wary
the problem of tha reconstruetion of the o
utiion; the problem of Negro citizonship ||
and the problem of Negro enfrauchise-
mant were, all of them, questions of (s
most serfous gravity; neithey were (Béy
laokiig in the olements of great nation-
al distutbances and unpest. These Qifi.
cult problems Lave o)l been solved, sol<
cod at least, 50 as W mest and sutinly
the demands aod sonditions ot the Hmes
of thoir parsistont agitation,
Few great problegs of human hivtory |
are settind permanaently, They olton rise ‘l
i
t
i
i
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ta confront us uader new phases, as the
progress of geents may push Wem ingo
recognition, But, out of all the eommo-
tion and divisions of the past. Cbrimian
statesmanahip has prevailed, Ours istha |
best government and (he most bhenifo-
cent institutions of all the nges,  Judg-
fng from the turbulen: past, we cannot
aow deubt the sbility, wisdom or fair-
ness of the American prople 1o sntisfae-
torily solve apy of the problems which
nove sonfront thom.

How sball the N blem, as it

nhw preseats ftaell t?:;-? mwn e walc
ved? Jast as all others have been sol<
ved 1 firmly believe thas, altmately,
‘e Christian sentimest of the American
nation will rise up in ite might agningg
oppression and cruelty. Mob violente
and the burning of human beiugs ta
death, cannot torever gontinue.
(iod reigon, and the principles of right-
eousness still throb in the baartg of the
poople.  They will assert themsolves
after a while, The frequency and enor«
mity ol these crimes agninst luw and
order are ripening public sentiment for
effoctive action, soonce or luter,

Medanwhile, what must the Negro do?
I venture the prophecy, that the Negro
who leads an bonest and honorable life
saven hils mouey, and comes into possess
sion of substantunl properiy, will ses
Letter times in the noar futur.

ftemomber, my frienda, better time
tdo nat grow spontaoecusly, We make
better times. The Negro who i oot ln-
dustrious, buts spand-thrift, prefering
poverty and destitution to an honorable .
homo of his own, and wu upright lile,
noed not expect 1o aoe belter times,

Bueh a man oeed nolclamor for peither
political nor eivil reeogoition in this or
any other conntry. It is an inexorable
taw of nature that only the fivtest survive,

This race problem, My dear frisnds,
(s, after nll, an individusl problem. A race
of puople may be ¢ompared to 8 mountain
ehnin, withits snyven peaksand elava-
tiong, The chainis not one eommon lovel
Mo itiswith any race of mankind, The
Individualy of it are oot on a eoumon
level, Not all of the proud Anglo-Saxe
on yage bave attained the highest aum=
mits of honer aud intellogiunl strength

Yot all of the Negro racé in this cobn
try bave reached them, but & few have,
and they hiave solved the problein, oach
for bimsell, Aod so it must be, The ne.
gro, who owns a good tarni, ad 5 ma~ R
king money and has n bank acopunt of
v own, sod bins the respuct of hisfellow-
wen bas solved the problem for himpalf 7
ns thoranuds havedony, Thensgrowlio
has & trade, or a profosgion, bonorable N
and upright, and is makiug nioney and
taying it up, his soived the problem,

Feoderick Douglas, B, K Bruce,and - %
Hooker T. Washiutoa with huudredsof -
others like them, bave so solved e Lot
wh b pativnt, resort fo. oo mad moves
wenis, stick to our jobs, hive peucently
with all wen, educate, .nﬂ “ mw
ty, and, with the Cliristian mrnt d.
af this nation bebind us, w
the coming of better Titmes,
blem will ho salved, s
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